
“God, in your goodness, you have made a home for the poor” (Ps 68:11b). In a few 

weeks, we will be a little poorer as we say farewell to our bishop. The process of selecting a new 

bishop will take some time. We know neither the day nor the hour when the spirit will move our 

Pope to select the next bishop of Fairbanks. Please continue your prayers for a new bishop, a 

new shepherd for our diocese.  

“God, in your goodness, you have made a home for the poor.” If it has not happened 

already, children will soon return to school or college. We might feel a little poorer as the days 

grow shorter, the weather gradually becomes cooler, and the leisurely days of summer give way 

to the more active schedule with children off to school and many activities outside of the home. 

Education also happens beyond the classroom and as our schedules become busier, we need to 

renew our efforts to carve out time for God. He makes a home for the poor, we who are poor in 

spirit need to make a home for him.  

“God, in your goodness, you have made a home for the poor.” This week, the president 

made headlines as he erased the debt of students who had taken on burdensome loans attempting 

to improve their lot in life through education. How will those individuals respond to the great 

debt that has been lifted from their shoulders? Jesus provides a biblical solution when he tells the 

parable of a servant who begged his master for relief from debt. “Moved with compassion the 

master of that servant let him go and forgave him the loan” (Mt 18:27). Instead of paying that 

kindness forward, the servant would not allow those who owed him far smaller sums … any 

relief from the debt that burdened them. The master summoned the servant and challenged him, 

“You wicked servant! I forgave you your entire debt because you begged me to. Should you not 

have had pity on your fellow servant, as I had pity on you?” (32-33). As God reaches out to help 

us, we are called to reach out and help others. The entire nation of Poland has reached out with 

mercy to help Ukrainian refugees who have poured into their county by the millions. Let us be 

generous in reaching out to offer aid so that they may continue to feed the hungry and clothe the 

naked. 

“God, in your goodness, you have made a home for the poor” (Ps 68:11b). Today is the 

day we remember Saint Augustine and his great contributions to the church and our faith. He 

spent 17 years of his life trying to avoid God. The ways of the world called out to him and with 

great passion he followed one false way life after another. He lusted after a woman and bore a 

son out of wedlock. He embraced one secular philosophy after another and came up empty time 

and time again. True poverty comes not from our lack of material goods but from our lack of 

time for God. His mother Monica prayed for him year in and year out and never gave up. . . . and 

still there seemed to be no movement on the part of Augustine.  

God in his goodness is relentless in reaching out to us in our poverty. In his own words, 

Augustine explains, “Late have I loved you, O beauty ever ancient, ever new, late have I loved 

you. You called, you shouted, and you shattered my deafness.” God broke through all the 

barriers that Augustine put up until he finally listened. With his conversion, Augustine dedicated 

the rest of his life, to pursuing God. Love of God finally brought peace to his restless heart. No 

longer did he thirst and come up empty? Augustine recognized there is no poverty in picking up 

your cross to follow Christ. 

We can search our entire lives for happiness but always come up empty if we try to leave 

God behind. Meanwhile, God relentlessly pursues us trying to break through the barriers we put 

up. Are you listening? Are you willing to live a life that is lived as a gift for others? Are you 

ready to ask the question, what is it that you ask of me today, Lord? How can I pick up my cross 

and follow you?  



 “God, in your goodness, you have made a home for the poor.”  Help me in turn to help 

those around me. Help me to show others love and mercy. Help me to offer my time and my 

talents that they too may come to know and love You. 


